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were much scandalised at such a conduct, and refused to
hold communion with them on the days of worship. This
state of things, after having lasted seven years, produced
an irritation that could be no longer tolerated. Maugga-
lipata, disgusted at such a perturbation, left Maheinda at
the head of the community, and withdrew to the Ahan
Ginga mountain to enjoy some tranquillity.

King Athoka was informed of the prevailing disorder.
With the view of pacifying the inmates of the monas-
teries, he sent an officer of his household with stringent
orders to oblige the two parties to come to an understand-
ing, to communicate with each other, and to worship in
common on the festival days. The officer went to one of
the monasteries, explained the royal order, and drew his
sword, threatening to cut off the head of the first Rahan
who would dare to offer opposition. One of the orthodox
party came forward, and having explained the true state
of things, concluded by firmly stating that he would not
hold communion with heretics. The officer in vain expos-
tulated, and entreated the religions not to be so tenacious
in his views, but rather to show a willingness to obey the
king's orders, for the sake of peace. The latter persisted
in his refusal. The officer, caiTied away by passion, struck
off the head of the refractory Rahan. An immense uproar
followed this tragical occurrence. All hopes of bringing
about a pacification were then at an end. The officer
withdrew from the monastery, and related to the king all
the particulars as they had occurred.

Athoka bitterly deplored the murder that had been
committed on a saintly personage, and reproached the
officer with having outstepped the orders he had received.
His religious feelings were grievously hurt, and his con-
science greatly alarmed. He sent for several religious, and
consulted them as to whether he was responsible for the
murder committed by his officer. The spiritual advisers
did not agree in their decision. Some of them were of
opinion that the king was answerable for the doing of his